
 

 

Artworks celebrating democracy to be displayed on billboards across UK in April 
Young artist sought in national competition as Vote Art launches with fundraising drive  
www.voteart.co.uk | @VoteArtUK | #voteart | artfund.org/arthappens 

A new arts project to encourage people to vote will launch across the country this spring, 
with five new works of art created especially for a billboard campaign in the run up to the 
general election. Artists Bob & Roberta Smith, Fatima Begum, Janette Parris and Jeremy 
Deller have each created works inspired by democracy and the word ‘VOTE’ and today 
launched a crowd funding campaign to ensure their project reaches as many people around 
the UK as possible.  

A national competition also launches today to find a fifth artwork created by a first-time 
voter (aged 18 – 23) to join the four already created on billboards around the country in 
April. A panel including the four artists will select the winning artist who will receive £500 as 
well as the inclusion of their work in the campaign. 
 
Matthew Couper, project director for Vote Art said: 
“If you’re an artist or interested in culture, you care about expressing yourself. Surely one of 
the most basic but vital forms of self-expression is the act of voting and making a choice 
about the people who lead the country. We hope the artwork created will inspire people to 
vote, to think about creativity and to appreciate some outstanding creative practice.” 

Ten commercial billboard sites have been secured to date, all near galleries, museums or 
places of cultural interest including the Baltic, Gateshead and Turner Contemporary, 
Margate. A funding campaign hosted by the Art Fund’s Art Happens scheme will seek a 
£10,000 of additional funding which if successfully raised, would enable the campaign to be 
seen on up to 20 more billboard sites in towns and cities around the UK. People who give 
through the Art Happens scheme will receive a range of rewards according to the scale of 
their donation, including postcards, limited edition artworks and studio visits. 

At least 10,000 postcards will be printed and distributed to arts venues across England, and 
there will be an exhibition of work created for the project held at Peckham Platform 
(opening 2 April), with a party to celebrate election night on 7th May when the exhibition 
closes. 

Artist Jeremy Deller said: 

“Political parties put up posters asking you to vote for them; we are putting up posters, just 
asking you to vote. Elections are a once-in-every-five-year opportunity for everyone to make 
a choice, and I think we should take the chance by the horns. Youth of Britain – rise up and 
vote!”  

Janette Parris continued: 

“This project is not about choosing a party, it’s about choosing to vote.” 

Entries to the competition are free and open at www.voteart.co.uk from now until Friday 
20th March at 6pm. Details on how to enter and the competition terms and conditions can 
be found online. 

ENDS 

http://www.voteart.co.uk/
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For all press information, interview and image requests please contact Benjamin Ward on 
benjamin@benjward.com, 07837 134 193. 

Anyone interested in hosting the artworks or postcards should contact Matthew Couper, 
Project Director info@voteart.co.uk and questions regarding the competition should be 
directed to Caroline Underwood, Participation Manager caz@voteart.co.uk   

NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
Fatima Begum is an emerging artist from The Cass working in mixed media and text. 
 
Jeremy Deller is an English conceptual, video and installation artist. He won the Turner Prize 
in 2004. www.jeremydeller.org  
 
Janette Parris studied at Camberwell School of Arts and Goldsmiths College before studying 
creative writing at the University of East Anglia. She has shown her work throughout the U.K 
and Europe and has been included in exhibitions in London’s Tate Modern, Britain, I.C.A, and 
The British Library and was a featured artist in Culture 24’s Museums at Night 2014. Her 
online comic Arch can been viewed at 
www.archcomic.com  
 
Bob & Roberta Smith studied for his MA at Goldsmiths from 1991 to 93. He was an Artist 
Trustee of Tate between 2009 and 2013, and he is currently a trustee for the National 
Campaign for the Arts, and a patron of the NSEAD. He has recently been elected to be a 
Royal Academician and is on the Tate board as an artist member.  
www.bobandrobertasmith.co.uk  
  
Other details 

The project is being supported by Arts Council England and the Art Fund. 
The exhibition will take place at Peckham Platform, 89 Peckham High Street, London SE15 
5RS from Thursday 2 April to Thursday 7 May 2015 
Open Wed–Fri: 11am–6pm / Sat–Sun: 10am–5pm 
 
Peckham Platform is a creative and educational charity. It recently made this transition to 
independent status away from its founding institution, University of the Arts London. Their 
vision is that communities can inform and shape their engagement with their locality 
by working with contemporary visual artists. Their mission is to create meaningful and 
accessible social arts practice for Peckham and beyond. They provide an expansive platform 
for different voices and debate; widening the range, scale and ambition to bring 
contemporary social practice alive.  
www.peckhamplatform.com  

Art Happens is the UK’s only crowd-funding platform for the museum sector. As of 27 
February 2015 it had received over £100,000 in contributions, from over 1,000 donations. 
Unlike other commercial crowd-funding platforms, the Art Fund absorbs all associated costs 
for organisations that take part, and takes no commission – so all fund raised go straight to 
the participating projects. For more information please visit www.artfund.org/arthappens  
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